INTERN’S REPORT    TERM 3    PART 3
It is hard to believe this is my second last report of the year. I have learnt so much about the challenges and joys of ministry through the different experiences I have had, the different people I have met along the way, and the various training opportunities.
[image: image1.wmf]Since May I have been attending New Leadership Training (NLT), which is ‘designed to give new leaders the foundation they need to lead young people in a way that is guided by God, based upon the example of Christ, and is relevant and sensitive to youth culture.’ NLT consists of five Saturday morning intensives, each focused on a different aspect of ministry. Term 3 topics were Foundations of Ministry-Small Groups and Pastoral Care, and Foundations of Evangelism. Both topics highlighted the importance of effective communication, and that all good relationships ‘start by listening.’  I really enjoyed looking at specific examples of how Christ carried out his ministry, and reflecting again on the way he interacted with people. 
New Leadership Training also incorporates a silent retreat (that doesn’t necessarily have to be silent.) Early in September we spent about six hours in Kuitpo Forest, each in our own isolated spot. It was a time to reflect on the year so far, to pray, to catch up on sleep, and just get away from it all. I really appreciated the experience and would like to do a similar retreat at least once a year. It was very refreshing to be surrounded by God’s creation and just rest in his presence. One of the other NLTers wandered a bit further then they were supposed to so we spent half an hour at the end of the day looking for him. In the end we found him, and it just made the day that more memorable.= )
[image: image2.wmf]On the October long weekend I attended CV Camp down in Victor Harbour. The camp is for people interested in, training for, or already in full or part time ministry. The teaching was exceptional, with Peter Adam speaking from 
My Sml Grp              Ezekiel on the Holiness of God, and Chris Jolliffe speaking from Psalms on the first three reformation statements; Scripture alone, Grace alone and Faith alone. It was great seeing God’s hand in history, how he has used different people in different places to point people towards himself. I came away from the weekend really excited after meeting up with others who are passionate about children’s ministry and swapping thoughts, stories, resources, struggles and ideas with each other. 
My fortnightly lectures in Term 3 covered a range of topics, such as Public Communication, the Kingdom of God, and Contextualisation. Each lecture is given by a guest speaker, all of whom have been obviously gifted and experienced in the area of which they spoke. After each lecture we alternate between what we’ve been reading together in the Bible during our quiet times, and sharing what have been the challenges and joys in our individual ministries and lives. These have been special times seeing God at work in us and through us. 
[image: image3.wmf]This term I was required to write an exegesis essay on Mark 12:1-12, the parable of the wicked tenants. At the beginning of the year I didn’t know what exegesis meant, so here is Wikipedia’s definition for those who are in the same boat. ‘An exegesis is the interpretation and understanding of a text on the basis of the text itself.’ I really enjoyed completing this assignment and seeing the layers and layers of Jewish history and culture behind this passage. 
I have continued to meet monthly with my mentor, Noelene Hunt, and fortnightly with my supervisor, Jane Burgess. These two wonderful ladies make sure I am on track with my ministry and my personal spiritual walk. They provide constant encouragement, constructive feedback, and words of wisdom. Their support has been invaluable and I wish to thank them again for the blessing they have been. I have been mentoring a younger member of our church and I pray that I will be as much a blessing to her as Noelene and Jane have been to me. 
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Prayer Points

· Praise God for such valuable training opportunities

· Praise God for revealing himself through Scripture. Pray that I would continue to faithfully study the depth of his word.

· Pray that God would bless the ministries of all those who have been involved in the Explore Internship, NLT, & CV camp. 
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