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“We are here because Someone wanted us to be, 

One who cares about us, watches over us, and 

seeks our wellbeing” 

RABBI SACKS 

“Every adult Israelite was to be a teacher, 

seizing every opportunity for instruction” 

DANIEL BLOCK

Here we are, as we are,

mixed but faithful,

compromised but committed,

anxious but devoted to you. 

Walter Brueggemann “Called Beyond Comfort Zone” 

Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ is born 

of God, and everyone who loves the father loves his 

child as well. This is how we know that we love the 

children of God: by loving God and carrying out his 

commands. In fact, this is love for God: to keep his 

commands. And his commands are not burdensome,

1 JOHN 5:1-3 
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As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and 

sins, in which you used to live when you followed the 

ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of 

the air, the spirit who is now at work in those who are 

disobedient. All of us also lived among them at one 

time, gratifying the cravings of our flesh and following 

its desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we were by 

nature deserving of wrath. 

But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich 

in mercy, made us alive with Christ even when we 

were dead in transgressions—it is by grace you have 

been saved. And God raised us up with Christ and 

seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ 

Jesus, in order that in the coming ages he might show 

the incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his 

kindness to us in Christ Jesus.

For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—

and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God—

not by works, so that no one can boast. For we are 

God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good 

works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.
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