UPBC 18™ February 2024 Romans 1:1-17 - | Glory in the Gospel

FOCUS: Like Paul, we are to glory in the gospel - with good reason — it is the
power for salvation for everyone. Love for the gospel will change us and
motivate us to share it with others.

FUNCTION: That hearers will be encouraged in and motivated by the truth and
beauty of the gospel, and that they may be set up to understand the book of
Romans.

1. Intro

Question — How do you feel about the gospel?

Joy and delight, good but not exciting, ho-hum, nervous or embarrassed to talk
about, not sure what gospel even is?

Today begin Romans!
ML — “It is impossible to read or to meditate on this letter too long or too well”
“the most important piece in the NT” (ML — strong opinions)

Maybe you’ve read this book many times and heard lots of sermons and even
series on it. Maybe you’ve never read it or heard about it. To slightly misquote
Matthew 13, we hope to bring out old treasures and new as we work our way
through Romans. We will also be working hard to keep focussing on the big
picture and overall message to make sure we don’t get lost in the grass of this
pretty deep and dense book.

2. The gospel is for everyone, and can change and unite people
So let’s begin right at the beginning —

Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle and set apart for the
gospel of God— the gospel he promised beforehand through his prophets in the
Holy Scriptures regarding his Son, who as to his earthly life was a descendant
of David, and who through the Spirit of holiness was appointed the Son of God
in power by his resurrection from the dead: Jesus Christ our Lord. Through him
we received grace and apostleship to call all the Gentiles to the obedience that
comes from faith for his name’s sake. And you also are among those Gentiles
who are called to belong to Jesus Christ.

To all in Rome who are loved by God and called to be his holy people:



Grace and peace to you from God our Father and from the Lord Jesus Christ.

Now, while this has the form of a letter greeting current at the time, the more
usual beginning would be something more like “Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus,
To all in Rome...”

But before he even gets to the Romans, the mention of being set apart for the
gospel instantly redirects Paul into something much more interesting (Kingsley)
—the gospel itself. So if we're at all unsure what it is, we’re about to be set
straight — the gospel is

- promised by God through the prophets

- About his son, who became a human,

- And who rose from death proving he is the powerful Son of God
- Jesus Christ our Lord

The gospel is the truth and grace of Jesus’ birth, death, and resurrection and all
the consequences that flow from this — it is the Christian’s / the church’s core
story.

Paul’s gospel/core story includes his own calling to take the good news of Jesus
beyond the Jewish people, to all others — His message over and over again in all
his letters is — the gospel is for everyone —everybody needs it, nobody deserves
it, and everybody receives it freely by God’s grace. What’s more the gospel has

power to change and unite people through faith.

So, as we work through the details of Romans, this is the overall story to hold
onto — Paul wants his readers to know that the gospel is for everyone, and it
has power to change and unite people through faith.

We've called this series “In view of God’s mercy” — now these words don’t
appear in Romans until chapter 12! But at that point, they also serve as a
summary of everything so far. So chapters 1-11 describe and explain God’s
mercy in action!

Let’s read on...
3. Getting the background

First, | thank my God through Jesus Christ for all of you, because your faith is
being reported all over the world. God, whom | serve in my spirit in preaching
the gospel of his Son, is my witness how constantly | remember you in my



prayers at all times; and | pray that now at last by God’s will the way may be
opened for me to come to you.

I long to see you so that | may impart to you some spiritual gift to make you
strong— that is, that you and | may be mutually encouraged by each other’s
faith. | do not want you to be unaware, brothers and sisters, that | planned
many times to come to you (but have been prevented from doing so until now)
in order that | might have a harvest among you, just as | have had among the
other Gentiles.

The beginnings of the Roman church remain a bit of a mystery. Paul didn’t plant
it, nor, it seems, did any of the other apostles. A clue - In Acts 2:10, we are told
that there were ‘visitors from Rome, both Jews and converts to Judaism’
present at Pentecost, so it’s possible these people became believers and took
the gospel back home. If so, they have done an amazing job as their faith is
now reported all over the known world! At the time Paul is writing, it also
appears that the church is a mix of Jews and Gentiles, probably with Gentiles in
the majority. We'll see how Paul speaks first to one group, then to the other.

Paul hasn’t been to Rome (he is writing from Corinth between about 55 — 57
CE) but he is thankful for what he hears and prays constantly for them. He
knows quite a few of the church leadership including his co-workers Priscilla
and Aquila and it’s hard to believe they wouldn’t have told the church about
Paul. He longs to get to know the church in person and has been praying for an
opportunity to visit. Finally, it seems he has one. He plans to go to Jerusalem,
deliver a gift of money from other churches to the church there, and then to
begin a missionary journey to Spain, but working in a visit to Rome on the way.

Before he arrives, he sends a letter ahead with Phoebe, one of the deacons at
Corinth so that the Romans will hear the gospel set out clearly and that this
might strengthen the church’s unity. You might notice he is a little more polite
and diplomatic than he is in some of letters to the churches he has planted —
mutual encouragement! Still pretty bold tho!

| am obligated both to Greeks and non-Greeks, both to the wise and the foolish.
That is why | am so eager to preach the gospel also to you who are in Rome.

This is an interesting thing to say — notice, Paul is eager to preach the gospel to
the church. What’s more, a church that, by the time Paul gets there, will have
already read his letter and ‘heard the gospel’ he’s about to set out. He talks in v
13 about having ‘a harvest among you” ...



Does that surprise you? We tend to think that the people who need to hear the
gospel are those who are not yet believers, who have never heard it before and
of course, that is true. But it seems as though the gospel is not a once-off
beginning point but something that needs to be heard constantly by Christians,
no matter how many times they have heard it before!

And perhaps the reason is this interesting little phrase - the ‘obedience of faith’.
Now first off, this might seem like a contradictory thing. Does God want our
faith or our obedience, our believing or our doing? Like all trick questions, the
answer is both! This little phrase ‘obedience of faith’ tells us that these two
things are inseparably bound together — “obedience always involves faith and
faith always involves obedience” (Moo, 52).

Douglas Moo — “Paul called men and women to a faith that was always
inseparable from obedience — for the Saviour we believe in is nothing less than
our Lord — and to an obedience that could never be divorced from faith — for we
can obey Jesus only as we give ourselves to him in faith.” (52-3)

This obedience of faith is continually strengthened and grown as we immerse
ourselves in the gospel, our core story, deeply and constantly.

4. How does Paul feel about the gospel?

How does Paul himself feel about the gospel? You might be starting to get a
sense of it in what we’ve read so far — he has mentioned it four times already!

Paul’s calling is to be set apart for the gospel, he gets sidetracked by thoughts
of it, he is eager to share it with the Roman church and now he makes his big
statement —

For | am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God that brings
salvation to everyone who believes: first to the Jew, then to the Gentile. For in
the gospel the righteousness of God is revealed—a righteousness that is by
faith from first to last, just as it is written: “The righteous will live by faith.”

This declaration sums up the whole theme of the Letter to the Romans. This is
that overall thread which we saw before — the gospel is the power of God
bringing salvation to all who believe.

To say Paul is not ashamed is really quite the understatement — he is confident
in the gospel, he is proud of it, he holds it in high honour, he glories in the
gospel! Then he goes a step further and begins to tell us what this power looks
like. The stunning power of the gospel is that God has chosen to make his



righteousness ours! He does this not because we have earned that
righteousness by doing good or keeping his laws but simply because we have
faith in him.

Knowing that we cannot ever be righteous (blameless) on our own, he offers in
grace his own righteousness to anyone who has faith in him. If this is new to
you or seems hard to grasp — don’t worry, we’ll be returning to this for a closer
look in due course! Today we just marvel with Paul that God has, in his power
and grace, given us a way to be the people we ought to be. ‘The righteous shall
live by faith/

5. So how do we glory in the gospel?

So how do we glory in the gospel? The last thing | want to do is to make us all
feel bad because we’re not excited enough!

Instead, my hope and prayer this morning is that we might catch some of Paul’s
enthusiasm as he unfolds the gospel and reveals what God has done for us. Not
by drumming enthusiasm up from within ourselves but by being inspired and
encouraged by what we hear over the next weeks. We need to hear our core
story, not once but over and over until it is woven deep into our hearts and
minds.

If you don’t love the gospel, perhaps you need a better grasp of God’s mercy in
action? Or perhaps a new vision will wipe away the familiarity that blurs its
truth and beauty? Whatever the case, | pray that our feelings about the gospel
will shift dramatically as we delve into Romans.

If you already love the gospel, | pray this will be a precious time of deepening
your love and appreciation for God and what he has done. Because the more
we love the gospel, the more we will be changed by it and the more we will
want to share it with others.

How do you feel about the gospel? Will you bring this question to God in prayer
with me now?

Pray — Forgive us, inspire us, change us, unite us

Mention Romans reading plan



